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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  PONTARDAWE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1939. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Pontardawe  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  Pontardawe  Rural 
District  for  the  Year  1939,  drawn  up  in  accordance  with 
Circular  2067  (Wales),  dated  the  19th  July,  1940. 

In  view  of  the  increasing  pressure  of  work  in  the  Public 
Health  Department  of  local  authorities  and  the  need  for  strict 
economy  in  the  use  of  paper  the  Ministry  consider  that  interim 
reports  only  should  be  made  for  the  year  1939.  It  is  further 
considered  that  these  reports  may  be  typewritten  if  desired 
and  should  be  confined  to  essential  and  urgent  matters  which 
have  affected  the  public  health  during  the  year. 


It  is  also  made  clear  that  suitable  arrangements  are  to  be 
made  for  the  careful  preservation  of  all  records  and  statistics, 
m order  that  after  the  termination  of  the  war  a report  can 
be  made  dealing  fully  with  the  period  of  years  for  which  in- 
complete reports  have  been  submitted.  It  is  intended  that  the 
report  in  question  would  give  separate  statistics  for  each  year 
and  this  would  enable  the  annual  records  to  be  continuous 
and  as  complete  as  possible. 

This  year  was  one  in  which  the  attention  of  the  public 
hea  th  service  was  largely  diverted  from  the  normal  routine 
Additional  war  work  was  placed  upon  the  department  par- 
ticularly in  the  formation  of  First  Aid  Posts  etc 
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The  science  of  preventive  medicine,  far  from  being  at 
a standstill  as  a result  of  the  present  conflict,  is  being  put  to 
the  test  in  all  its  phases.  Inasmuch  as  tremendous  advances 
in  surgery  were  made  during  the  war  of  1914-1918,  it  is  possible 
that  we  may  look  on  the  present  war  as  a period  during  which 
preventive  medicine  made  advances  just  as  great.  We  shall 
have  to  rebuild,  but  we  will  assuredly  do  so  on  a foundation  of 
accurate  knowledge  acquired  from  better  experience. 

In  spite  of  the  general  disorganisation  caused  by  war 
conditions,  progress  as  in  former  years  was  recorded  by  the 
Public  Health  Department  during  1939.  The  various  services 
which  contribute  to  the  campaign  for  good  health  were 
maintained  and,  as  far  as  possible,  developed. 

That  the  health  conditions  of  1939,  in  spite  of  eight  months 
of  uneasy  peace  and  four  months  of  war  were  uniformly  better 
than  those  of  the  preceding  twelve  months,  which  in  turn,  were 
in  advance  of  what  had  gone  before,  was  the  reassuring  state- 
ment made  by  Mr.  Malcolm  MacDonald,  Minister  of  Health, 
in  the  House  of  Commons  recently.  He  said  that  not  even 
the  calamity  of  war,  with  its  inevitable  disturbances  and 
interruptions  of  many  good  works  could  stay  the  steady  forward 
srlrge  in  health  services  during  the  last  twenty  years. 


During  1939,  the  number  of  infants  dying  during  their 
first  year  was  547,  as  compared  with  55  per  1,000  live  births 
in  the  previous  year.  The  rate  was,  in  fact,  the  lowest  ever 
recorded  in  this  area,  and  was  less  than  half  the  corresponding 
figure  for  1914,  the  first  year  of  the  last  year. 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  during  1939  was  also  the 
lowest  ever  recorded  in  this  area ; it  was  2'26  per  1,000  births 
as  compared  with  8‘98  in  the  preceding  year. 

The  five  principal  causes  of  general  mortality  with  the 
number  of  deaths  due  to  them  were  : — 


Heart 

....  98 

Cancer  

....  62 

Cerebral  hemorrhage 

....  42 

Pneumonia  

....  23 

Respiratory  T.B 

....  18 

0 


m 

The  value  of  active  immunization  in  the  prevention  of 
Diphtheria  is  an  accepted  fact  based  now  on  the  experience 
of  a number  of  years  and,  next  to  vaccination  against  Small- 
pox, is  the  surest  procedure  immunologists  have  introduced 
against  human  infectious  diseases.  The  immunity  developed 
by  such  means,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  is  of  very  long 
duration — possibly  for  life.  Its  value  has  been  clearly  proved 
in  our  area.  Clydach,  which  responded  very  poorly  to  the 
immunization  campaign  had  51  cases  and  one  death.  Gwaun- 
caegurwen,  which  responded  well,  had  no  cases. 

Cases  of  Cerebro  Spinal  were  notified,  but  this  is  a disease 
of  which  all  countries  are  afraid  in  war  time. 

In  the  past,  deaths  among  cases  of  this  disease  used  to  be 
about  60%,  but  although  we  are  still  ver}/  much  afraid  of  it, 
our  great  dread  is  gone,  and  that  is  a British  advancement. 
When  the  case  is  diagnosed  sufficiently  early  and  treated  in  a 
proper  manner  by  means  of  special  drugs,  the  mortality  in 
hospitals  has  fallen  as  low  as  5%  and  that  is  including  malignant 
cases  which  normally  would  die  in  24  hours. 


I should  like  to  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  of 
thanking  the  Chairman  and  Members  for  their  very  valuable 
assistance  during  the  part  of  the  year  I was  with  you,  and  I 
hope  the  time  will  not  be  long  before  I return  to  my  work  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  your  Council. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Staff  of  the  Public  Health 
and  other  Departments  for  their  assistance,  especially  to  Mr. 
John  Rogers,  who,  in  my  absence,  compiled  these  statistics. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  GWYNNE  MORGAN, 

Lieut-Col.  R.A.M.C., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Iceland,  1941. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA. 


Chairman  of  the  Public 

Public  Health  Officers. 


Health  Committee — 

Councillor  David 


Morgan. 


Whole-time  Officials. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  , 


Sanitary  Inspector.... 


Health  Visitor 
Clerical  

Part-time  Officers  : 


Consultant  for  Difficult 
Obstetric  Cases 


J.  Gwynne  Morgan,  M.B.,  B.S. 
(Lond.),  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.), 
L.R.C.P.(Lond.),  D.P.H.(Lond.), 
C.A.G.S.  (Spec.). 

(Now  serving  in  His  Majesty’s 
Forces). 

A.  E.  Edmunds,  F.S.I.A.,  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Food  and  Meat 
Inspector 

Nurse  M.  T.  Morgan. 

John  Rogers. 

Evan  Rees  (part  year). 

Lewis  J.  Watkins,  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.), 
L.R.C.P.  (Lond.).  ( Part  year). 

Dr.  J.  Lloyd  Davies,  M.D., 
F.R.C.S.,  D.P.H.  (Lond.). 


Gellynudd  Isolation  Hospital. 

Medical  Officer  W.  Owen  Evans,  M.R.C.S., 

L.R.C.P. 


Matron 

Clerk 

Ambulance  Driver 


....  Miss  E.  Thomas  ( part  year). 

Miss  M.  Rhys  Williams  (part year). 

....  W.  L.  Morgan  (part  year). 

....  David  Johns. 


Health  Visitors  (part  time). 

Clydach — Nurse  J.  Jones  and  Nurse  0.  Jones. 

Pontardawe — Nurse  G.  Price  and  Nurse  N.  Davies. 

(These  Nurses  are  also  the  Queen’s  Nurses  for  the  District). 


Midwives. 

Your  Council  does  not  employ  any  Midwives.  All  the 
work  relating  to  midwifery  is  under  the  control  of  the  Glamorgan 
County  Council. 
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ACTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  AREA. 


Area 


35,708  acres. 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population, 

mid- 1939  33,780 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1939)  according 

to  Rate  Books  ....  ....  ....  ■•••  8,876 


Social  Conditions,  including  the  chief  industries  carried  on  in  the 
area  and  the  extent  of  unemployment. 

The  principal  industries  in  the  area  are  Collieries,  Tinplate 
Works,  Steel  Works  and  Nickel  Works.  A considerable  number 
of  people  are  also  engaged  on  the  Railways,  and  in  Agricultural 
employment.  The  industrial  position  shows  an  all-round 
improvement  on  the  previous  year.  An  industrial  analysis 
of  insured  persons  taken  on  two  months  of  the  year  shows  the 
unemployment  figures  for  the  Area  to  be  nearly  two  thousand 
less  than  for  a similar  period  of  the  previous  year.  This  was 
responsible  for  a considerable  improvement  in  the  social  con- 
ditions of  the  people,  and  was  shown  in  the  decreased  cost  of 
milk  supplied  under  the  Child  Welfare  Scheme.  There  has 
been  a vast  improvement  in  housing  conditions  during  recent 
years. 

A considerable  number  of  houses  were  completed  during 
the  year.  The  sites  for  Council  Houses  have  been  well  chosen 
and  this  has  enabled  a large  number  of  people  to  be  re-housed 
in  healthy  surroundings. 


Rateable  Value 


£128,388 


Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  .... 


£455 


ANNUAL  REPORT  UNDER  THE  FACTORIES  AND 
WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1938. 

(1)  Inspections.  Table  1. 


Premises 

Number  of: 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

(50 

0 

— 

Factories  without  mechanical 
power 

32 

— 

— 

Other  premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construc- 
tion, but  not  including  out- 
works premises) 

92 

6 

— 

(2)  Defects  Found. 


Nu 

rnber  of  Defects 

Number  of 
defects  in 
respect  of 
which  Prose- 
cutions were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Tempera- 
ture 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 
Insufficient 

3 

3 

1. 



Unsuitable 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Defective 

3 

3 

— 

— 

( Not  separate  for  sexes) 
Other  offences  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mess-rooms  inadequate 

— 

— 

— 

— 

G 

G 

— 

— 

10 


Table 

Statement  giving,  for  the  area  covered  by  the  Clydach,  Pontardawe,  Ystalyfera  and  Garnant  Local  Office  of  the 
Ministry  of  Labour,  and  Industrial  Analysis  of  Insured  Persons  aged  16—64,  registered  as  Unemployed  at  a 

given  date  in  the  months  of  July  and  December,  1939. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  DURING  THE  CALENDAR  YEAR  1939,  CLASSIFIED  BY  AGES, 

CAUSES  AND  LOCALITIES. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  409 

209 

200 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

Illegitimate  11 

6 

5 

of  the  estimated 
resident  population 
mid-1939— 124. 

Stillbirths  ....  ....  22 

9 

13 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still) 
births — 497. 

Deaths  ....  ....  ....  418 

— 

— 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
estimated  average 
population — 123. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the 
Registrar-General’s  Short  List)  : — 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live 
Deaths  and  still  births 

No.  30  Other  Puerperal  Causes  1 2 '26 

Total  ....  1 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  547 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  537 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  90'9 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  62 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  

„ „ Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .... 

„ „ Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  1 


Comparability  Factor — L22. 
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GLAMORGAN  (ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY)  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1939.  Table 
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BIRTHS  IN  DISTRICT. 


17 


BIRTHS  BELONGING  TO  DISTRICT  BORN  OUTSIDE  AREA.  Table  6. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY.  Nett  Deaths  at  Various  Ages  under  One  Year.  Table 
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Death  from  Violence. 


r 


Table  8. 


M. 

F. 

Cly- 

dach 

Pontar- 

dawe 

Ystaly- 

fera 

G.C.C. 

Totals 

A — Works 

1 — Collieries 

9 

— 

4 

_ 

5 

2 — Others 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

lli0 

B — Roads 

1 — Pedestrians  .... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 1 

2 — Motor  Vehicles 

2 

- 

1 

1 

2)3 

C — Others 

1- — -Scalds 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

— 

1 , 

2 — Burns 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 ^ 7 

3 — Drowning 

3 

1 

- 

3 

1 

— 

4 

4 — Misadventure 

1 

~ 

1 

_ 

- 

1 ) 

Totals 

17 

3 

7 

5 

6 

2 

20 

Suicides. 


M. 

F. 

Cly- 

dach 

Pontar- 

dawe 

Ystaly- 

fera 

G.C.C. 

Total 

Wounds  Self-inflicted 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Poisoning 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

I 

Coal  Gas  Poisoning 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Totals 

2 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1 

3 

SECTION  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  County  Laboratory  at  The  Parade,  Cardiff,  is  used  for 
pathological  examinations  ; this  laboratory  is  also  used  for 
milk,  water  and  food  analysis.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year 
pathological  specimens  were  sent  to  the  Emergency  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Cardiff,  which  has  been  instituted  to  deal 
with  the  extra  work  brought  about  by  war  conditions. 

A large  number  of  swabs  sent  in  by  Local  Practitioners 
have  been  dealt  with  in  the  laboratory  which  is  now  attached 
to  the  Council  Offices.  This  little  laboratory  is  proving  to  be 
very  useful  in  so  far  as  it  is  often  possible  to  save  valuable  time. 
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During  the  year  the  following  specimens  were  examined  : — 


Diphtheria  Swabs  .... 

33 

Water  : 

Bacteriological  Examination 

23 

Chemical  Examination 

12 

Milk  : 

Bacteriological  Examination 

43 

Chemical  Examination 

16 

Tubercle  Bacilli 

9 

Sewage  

48 

(b)  Hospitals  : Public  and  Voluntary. 

Gellynudd  Fever  Hospital. 

This  Hospital  which  has  thirty  beds 
hauled  during  the  year,  and  as  a result 
to  serve  the  needs  of  the  District. 

was  thoroughly  over- 
is  now  in  a condition 

(c)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Live  Births  ....  420  Still  Births 

....  22  Total  442 

By  Midwives  ....  431  By  Doctors  ....  12 

Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  by  all  Health  Visitors  : — 

(a)  To  expectant  mothers  : First  visits  12 

Total  visits  ....  ....  30 

(b)  To  children  under  1 year  of  age  : First  visits  ....  436 

Total  visits  2,917 

(c)  To  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  : 

Total  visits  3,795 

Total  number  of  Clinic  Centres  ....  6 

Total  number  of  children  who  first  attended  at  the 
Centre  during  the  year,  and  who  on  the  date  of 
their  first  attendance  were  : — 

(a)  Under  1 year  of  age  366 

(b)  Between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years 37 
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Total  number  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  who  attended 
at  Centres  during  the  year  and  who,  at  the  end  of  the 
year  are  : — 

(a)  Under  1 year  of  age  261 

( b ) Over  1 year  of  age  549 

Percentage  of  attendance,  as  compared  with  number  of  live 
Births — 62T. 

Total  quantity  of  milk  supplied  during  the  year  of  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children  : — 

Milk  ....  12,348  gallons  £1,408/18/10 

Dried  Foods  485  lbs.  

Number  of  mothers  sent  by  the  Council  during  the  year  to 
Maternity  Institution — 3. 

Number  of  Home  Helps — 25.  Cost,  £26. 

Maternal  Deaths — 


CASES  TREATED  AT  COUNTY  CLINIC,  1939. 


Dental 

Ortho- 

Ophth- 

Ear, Nose 

Date 

1939 

Cases 

paedic 

almic 

and  Throat 

5th  January 

3 

- 

2 

— 

2nd  February 

2 

- 

1 

2 

2nd  March 

3 

4 

1 

1 

30th  March 

4 

2 

3 

1 

27th  April 

1 

1 

- 

2 

25th  May 

6 

- 

- 

- 

22nd  June 

1 

1 

- 

1 

20th  July 

1 

2 

- 

1 

14th  September  .... 

4 

1 

- 

2 

12th  October 

2 

4 

- 

3 

9th  November 

5 

1 

- 

- 

7th  December 

3 

- 

- 

2 

35 

16 

7 

15 
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SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
Water  Supplies. 

The  largest  single  source  of  supply  in  the  district  is  the 
Cray  Reservoir.  This  is  supplemented  by  forty-five  other 
small  supplies  which  are  largely  springs. 

Thirty-five  samples  were  taken  during  the  year.  Twenty- 
three  were  examined  bacteriologically  and  twelve  chemically. 

The  chemical  analysis  showed  considerable  difference  in 
hardness  in  different  districts,  owing  to  varying  stratifications. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 


Number  of  (a)  Council  Houses 

(1) 

Infested 

....  5 

” >, 

(2) 

Disinfested 

....  5 

,,  ( b ) Other  Houses 

(1) 

Infested 

....  2 

(2) 

Disinfested 

....  2 

Various  proprietary  insecticides  were  used  among  the 
most  effective  being  “Zaldecide.” 


ANALYSES  OF  SEWAGE  AND  SEWAGE  EFFLUENT. 
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1.  — Chemical  analyses  of  effluents  from  Trebanos,  Pontardawe  and  Ynismeudw  Sewage 

purification  works  gave  results  showing  efficient  purification. 

2.  — The  analyses  of  effluents  from  Clydach  and  Godre’rgraig  Sewage  Works  were  classified 

as  moderate,  but  showed  inefficient  oxidation. 


# SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk  Supply. 

One-hundred-and-fifty-hve  farms  were  registered  in  the 
Area  as  producers  of  milk.  Four  of  these  had  an  accredited 
milk  supply. 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  were  twenty-seven  milk 
purveyors. 

Number  of  farms  located  outside  the  Area  and  retailing 
within  the  district  was  twenty. 


Milk  Samples. 


Sixty-six  samples  of  milk 

were  taken 

during 

the  year, 

with  the  following  results  : — 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Number 

factory 

factory 

1 

Bacteriological 

43 

38 

5 

2 

Samples  of  pasteurised 

2 

2 



3 

Tuber cule  Bacilli 

9 

9 

— 

Farms  with  unsatisfactory  milk  supplies  were  visited  and 
the  farmers  instructed  in  the  precautions  necessary  for  ensuring 
a clean  milk  supply. 


Re  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

The  following  samples  were  taken 

and  forwarded  to  the 

Analyst  for  analysis  : — 

New  Milk  

....  51 

Butter 

4 

Lard  .... 

6 

Baking  Powder 

....  2 

Marmalade  .... 

2 

Margarine 

....  5 

Jam  

1 

Preserved  Cream 

2 

Vinegar 

2 

Pepper 

2 

Tea 

1 

Coffee 

....  JL 

1 

1 

1 

Currants 

Honey 

Tinned  Peas  .... 

....  1 

Total 

....  82 
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These  samples  were  collected  by  the  County  Police  at^* 
Pontardawe,  Rhydyfro,  Ynismeudw,  Trebanos,  Ystalyfera, 
Rhifawr,  Gwauncaegurwen,  Brynamman,  Clydach,  and 
Cwmgorse. 

The  Public  Analyst  certified  all  the  samples  as  genuine. 
Eight  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination, 
seven  being  certified  as  satisfactory,  and  one  unsatisfactory. 


SECTION  F.—  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


LIST  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES,  EXCLUDING  T.B.  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1939. 


Disease 

Total 

Cly- 

dach 

Pontar- 

dawe 

Ystaly- 

fera 

G.C.C. 

Deaths 

Admit- 
ted to 
Hos- 
pital 

Scarlet  Fever 

243 

133 

66 

19 

25 

1 

130 

Diphtheria 

86 

51 

26 

9 

2 

78 

Op.  Neon. 

2 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Puer.  Pyrexia  .... 

4 

2 

2 

1 

Ins.  Pneumonia 

31 

8 

12 

8 

3 

17 

Cerebro  Spinal 
Fever 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Measles 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

12 

1 

2 

4 

5 

Totals  .... 

388 

195 

111 

47 

35 

20 

209 

20 


LIST  OF  DIPHTHERIA  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1939 


Age  Groups 

Sex 

Clydach 

Pontardawe 

Ystalyfera 

G.C.C. 

0—  1 

M 

F 

.... 

;;;; 

1—  2 

M 

F 

1 

i 

1 

2—  3 

M 

F 

2 

2 

i 

i 

3—  4 

M 

F 

3 

3 

1 

1 

M 

1 

i 

2 

0 

F 

6 

i 

2 

5—10  

M 

F 

7 

10 

6 

2 

10—15  

M 

F 

7 

6 

3 

6 

1 

15—25  

M 

F 

1 

1 

1 

1 

25—35  

M 

1 

1 

F 

2 

1 

M 

F 

( C'llynfell ) 

35—65  

.... 

65  and  over 

M 

F 

Total 

51 

26 

9 

1 

(' C’llynfell ) 

Males  ....  ....  ....  ....  39 

Females  48 

Total  ....  87 


* 

LIST  OF  SCARLET  FEVER  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  3939. 


Age  Groups 

Sex 

Clydach 

Pontardawe 

Ystalyfera 

G.C.C. 

0—  1 

M 

1 

F 

1 

1—  2 

M 

3 

3 

1 

2 

F 

1 

2—  3 

M 

3 

2 

2 

F 

1 

6 

M 

4 

1 

1 

3 — 4 

F 

2 

i 

M 

12 

4 

2 

5 

4 — 5 

F 

11 

8 

1 

5— 10  

M 

29 

14 

4 

4 

F 

27 

12 

1 

6 

10—15  

M 

18 

8 

3 

2 

F 

10 

2 

I 

15—25  

M 

1 

2 

1 

i 

F 

2 

2 

4 

i 

25—35  

M 

1 

1 

F 

1 

2 

i 

M 

3 

35—65  

F 

1 

65  and  over 

M 

F 

Total 

133 

66 

19 

25 

Males 

Females 


135 

108 

Total  ....  243 
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#*LIST  OF  PNEUMONIA  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1939. 


Age  Groups 

Sex 

Clydach 

Pontardawe 

Ystalyfera 

G.C.C. 

Deaths 

0—  1 

M 

1 

1 

F 

1 

1 

M 

9 

9 

1 — 2 

F 

2—  3 

M 

F 

1 

3—  4 

M 

F 

2 

4 — 5 

M 

1 

F 

1 

1 

5—10 

M 

F 

10—15 

M 

F 

15—25 

M 

1 

i 

F 

2 

25—35 

M 

F 

1 

1 

35—65 

M 

F 

1 

3 

5 

3 

3 

7 

5 

65  and  over 

M 

F 

3 

1 

i 

i 

2 

3 

Total 

10 

13 

8 

5 

23 

NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  VACCINATED  IN  THE  AREA 

DURING  1939. 


Month 

No.  of  Children 

January 

12 

February  .... 

14 

March 

17 

April 

6 

May 

9 

June  

27 

July  

10 

August 

21 

September 

4 

October 

12 

November  .... 

5 

December 

3 

Total  .... 

140 
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CANCER  DEATHS 


Total 

Sex 

Site 

Age  Groups 

Cly- 

dach 

Pontar- 

dawe 

Ystaly- 

fera 

G.C.C. 

25-45 

45-65 

65- 

8 

M 

Stomach 

1 

4 

3 

4 

1 

1 

2 

6 

F 

— 

1 

5 

2 

2 

- 

2 

4 

M 

Rectum 

— 

2 

2 

3 

— 

1 

— 

3 

F 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

1 

- 

9 

M 

Ethmoids 

Sinuses  .... 

— 

2 

— 

2 

- 

- 

- 

4 

F 

Uterus 

— 

2 

2 

3 

i 

- 

- 

2 

M 

Leg 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

3 

F 

Breast 

- 

1 

2 

1 

- 

2 

— 

1 

M 

Colon 

— 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

1 

F 

— 

- 

i 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

M 

Oesophagus  .... 

- 

- 

2 

- 

i 

- 

i 

2 

F 

— 

i 

1 

1 

i 

— 

2 

M 

Prostate 

- 

l 

1 

- 

2 

- 

— 

1 

M 

Throat 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

i 

1 

F 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

— 

5 

M 

Lungs 

- 

4 

i 

4 

- 

— 

i 

1 

F 

Upper  Jaw  .... 

- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

i 

2 

F 

Thyroid 

- 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

F 

Bowels 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

i 

3 

F 

Cervix 

- 

1 

2 

- 

1 

2 

— 

1 

M 

Umbilicus 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

M 

Nose 

- 

2 

- 

2 

— 

— 

1 

M 

Liver 

- 

1 

- 

- 

i 

— 

1 

F 

- 

1 

- 

1 

— 

— 

I 

F 

Ovary 

- 

i 

— 

1 

— 

1 

M 

Lip 

- 

— 

1 

— 

i 

— 

“ 

1 

F 

Scalp 

— 

1 

— 

1 

62 

2 

30 

o 

CO 

28 

15 

9 

10 

3D 


TUBERCULOSIS 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  ON  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 
31st  DECEMBER,  1939. 


District 

Popu- 

lation 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Totals 

No.  of 
Cases  per 
1 ,000  Pop- 
ulation 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Clydach  

G,556 

17 

20 

5 

6 

48 

7-3 

Graigcefnparc 

1,274 

1 

2 

1 

3 

7 

5'5 

Pontardawe  

4,605 

30 

18 

4 

3 

55 

11-9 

Alltwen  

3,564 

10 

12 

6 

5 

33 

93 

Trebanos  

2,700 

3 

7 

2 

2 

14 

51 

Gwaun-Cae-Gurwen 

3,273 

14 

8 

2 

1 

25 

7-6 

Cwmgorse  

1,292 

6 

1 

1 

8 

6’0 

Rhiwfawr  

456 

4 

3 

2 

9 

195 

Cwmllynfell  

1,183 

4 

1 

3 

8 

67 

Brynamman  

1,539 

4 

4 

8 

5T 

Cwmtwrch  

406 

3 

2 

1 

6 

14'7 

Ystalyfera  

4,720 

14 

15 

4 

2 

35 

7 -4 

Godre’rgraig  

1,869 

7 

3 

4 

14 

7'4 

Gamswllt  

404 

2 

2 

49 

Totals 

33,841 

117 

97 

33 

25 

272 

8-4 

Tuberculosis— All  Forms  : Male  ....  150 

Female  ....  122 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  : Male  ....  117 

Female  ....  97 

Non-Pulmonary : Male  33 

Female  ....  25 
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RAINFALL  IN  1939. 


m 


AT  WERN  HOUSE,  YSTALYFERA. 


Month 

Total  Depth 

Greatest  fall  in  24  hours 

Number  of  days 
with  -01  or 
more  recorded 

Inches 

Date 

Inches 

January 

9-40 

7th 

1-28 

23 

February 

7-47 

8th 

1-20 

18 

March 

3T9 

5th 

•54 

14 

April 

5T7 

5th 

1-09 

18 

May 

109 

5th 

•31 

9 

June 

5-46 

16th 

1-88 

15 

July 

1324 

7th 

1-97 

24 

August 

4-59 

10  th 

1-33 

15 

September  .... 

113 

4 th 

•35 

5 

October 

4-06 

Uth 

•63 

18 

November 

16-07 

26th 

2-75 

25 

December 

4-59 

8th 

1-35 

8 

Total 

75.46 

192 

Rain  Gauge. 

Diameter  of  Funnel,  5 inches. 

Height  of  top — Above  ground,  1 foot,  6 inches. 

Above  Sea  level,  240  feet. 


LILY  WILLIAMS. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


f 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1939  : — 


Dilapidated  premises  repaired  60 

Choked  drains  attended  to  ....  ....  ....  ....  61 

Choked  conveniences  attended  to  ....  10 

Overcrowded  cases  ....  ....  •••■  ••••  150 

Miscellaneous  complaints  investigated  and  action  taken 

where  necessary  ....  ....  ■•••  ....  ....  27 

Back  areas  paved  ...  ....  ....  ....  40 

Dirty  houses  cleansed  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Overflowing  cesspools  cleansed  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Verminous  premises  cleansed  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Complaints  made  by  Factory  Inspector  investigated  and 

dealt  with  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  7 

Mines  and  dangerous  openings  attended  to  ....  ....  3 

Connections  to  Sewer  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Certificates  issued  under  Housing  Act,  1935  (2)  ....  ....  Nil 


Destruction  of  Bedding. 

Compensation  paid  for  the  destruction  of  bedding — 

£ii/io/- 

Scavenging. 

The  scavenging  in  the  area  is  done  by  direct  labour  in 
Clydach,  Ystalyfera,  Pontardawe  and  Gwaun-cae-Gurwen. 

Dumping  places  are  leased  by  the  Council. 

Details  of  scavenging  done  by  direct  labour  are  as  follows  : 

No.  of  Scavenging  Lorries  owned  by  Council 4 

No.  of  Sanitary  Men  ....  ....  ....  ....  19 


Clydach  (Penybank) 

Any  provision 
Nil 

Pontardawe  .... 

Nil 

Ystalyfera 

Nil 

Gwaun-cae-Gurwen  .... 

Nil 

Cwmllynfell  .... 

Nil 

Rhiwfawr  (Brynmorgan  Field) 

Nil 

Proposed  to  use  Pwll-y-Balance. 


Householders  should  be  urged  to  burn  all  combustible 
material  and  this,  in  my  opinion,  would  lessen  the  work  of  the 
dustman  and  render  the  dumps  far  less  unsightly. 
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Closet  Accommodation. 


(a)  Pail  System  in  Districts  : — 

No.  of  Privy  Pails 


Cilybebyll  

cleansed  during  the  Year 

10,036 

Cwmllynfell 

17,056 

Rhydyfro  

6,240 

Rhiwfawr  

5,542 

Ynisymond  

3,640 

Craigcefnparc  

572 

Clydach  

— 

Garnswllt  and  Mawr  .... 

— 

43,086 


( b ) Conversion  from  Conservancy  system  to  water  carriage 

system 

(c)  Pans  renewed  

(d)  Connections  from  premises  to  Sewers  .... 

(e)  Verbal  notice  


Public  Cleansing. 

(a)  Preliminary  Notices  issued 

(b)  Certificates  granted  under  the  Rent  Restriction  Act  .... 

(c)  Dirty  condition  of  premises 


Factories  Act. 

The  number  of  Factories  and  Workshops  on  the  Register 
during  the  year  was  150. 

The  Factories  and  Workshops  in  the  Area  were  visited  and 
all  were  found  fairly  satisfactory. 

All  complaints  received  attention. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

No  action  taken. 
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f * 

Petroleum  Act. 


No.  of  premises  registered  under  the  Petroleum 

(Consolidation)  Act,  1918  ....  ....  ....  72 

These  premises  were  periodically  visited  by  the 
Chief  Officer  of  the  Fire  Brigade. 


Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  of 
Housing  Acts)  

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above),  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  .... 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  .... 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 

ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  m all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 


Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 
formal  Notices. 

, Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers 


54 

54 


54 

54 

54 


8 


60 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  t 
Housing  Act,  1936 


(1) 

(2) 


Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  whi 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  render 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(0)  by  Owners 

[b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  75 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  ....  75 

(a)  by  Owners  75 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ....  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made 41 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ....  1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenements  or  rooms  having  been 
rendered  ht  Nil. 

Housing  Act,  1936— Part  IV.— Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  168 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  215 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ....  1,134 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  Nil 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ....  Nil 
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(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Milk  Supply. 

(a)  Number  of  Inspections  made  of  Cowsheds,  Dairies 

and  Milkshops  during  the  year  ....  ....  ....  275 

(b)  Number  of  Cowsheds  erected  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

(c)  Number  of  Cowsheds  which  were  internally  re- 

conditioned, now  floors  and  channels  in  cement 
concrete,  additional  windows,  fixed  for  improving  the 
lighting  and  ventilation,  new  stalls  and  troughs,  etc. 
erected  14 

(d)  New  Dairies  erected  ....  l 

(e)  Number  of  Cowsheds  limewashed  on  internal  sur- 

faces of  walls,  and  interior  of  roofs  cleansed  as  the 
result  of  informal  action  taken  28 

Samples  of  graded  and  ungraded  milk  have  been  taken 
frequently.  Particulars  of  this  are  given  in  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health’s  Report. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

There  are  twenty-four  Licensed  Slaughterhouses,  and 
thirty-seven  Licensed  Slaughtermen  in  the  area. 

Numerous  inspections  were  made  during  slaughtering. 

In  such  a district  as  this  of  over  54'64  square  miles  it  is 
impossible  to  inspect  all  carcases  and  offal.  This  difficulty  is 
also  increased  by  the  varied  times  and  days  on  which 
slaughtering  takes  place,  and  with  the  multiplicity  of  routine 
uties  which  must  be  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Butchers’  Shops. 

Number  of  visits  to  butchers’  shops  and  inspections  of 

vans  delivering  meat  in  the  district 115 
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Slaughtering  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 


Number  of  Licences  granted  to  persons  to  act  as  slaughter- 
men under  Section  3 Nil 

Renewal  af  Licences  for  one  year Nil 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

includ- 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

Number  inspected 

575 

105 

150 

7,375 

475 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

85 

18 

Nil 

443 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis 

14-7% 

14-2% 

Nil 

5'7% 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only — 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

♦QO/ 

J /o 

2‘8% 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Distomatosis 
Echinococcus 
Strongylus 
Fevered  Flesh 
Dropsical  Flesh 


....  Nil 
....  Nil 
Nil 
....  Nil 


Nil 
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No  milk  marketing  scheme  under  Part  III.  of  the  Public 
Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  is  in  force  in  the  area. 


Other  Foods. 

Number  of  canned  goods  on  examination  found  to  be 

“blown  or  leaky”  and  unfit  for  human  consumption  Nil 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

1.  Number  of  investigations  made  of  Notified  Infectious 


Diseases  Cases  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  421 

2.  Number  removed  to  Hospital,  in  respect  of  : — 

(a)  Scarlet  Fever  ....  ....  128 

(b)  Diphtheria 76 

* 

(c)  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  combined  ....  2 

(i d ) Measles  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

3.  Number  of  premises  fumigated  ....  207 


4.  Number  of  cases  where  clothes  were  taken  away  to 

be  disinfected  ~ y;jj 

5.  Number  of  cases  where  bedding  was  destroyed  as  a 
result  of — 


(a)  Tuberculosis  ....  ....  ....  3 

(' b ) Infantile  Paralysis  2 

Every  case  visited  was  supplied  with  disinfecting  soap 
and  disinfectant.  Full  instructions  were  given  as  to  the  care 
to  be  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 


Other  children  in  the  house  were  stopped  going 
until  the  quarantine  period  had  expiied. 


to  School 


A.  E.  EDMUNDS, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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ARCHITECTS’  REPORT. 


Housing  Progress  up  to  31st  December,  1939. 

For  the  year  1939  the  outstanding  event  was  the  com- 
pletion and  occupation  of  the  1,000th  house.  A tablet  records 
the  achievement  at  Alltygrug  Road,  Ystalyfera,  and  the  house 
is  named  “ Y Filfan.”  In  the  production  of  the  1,000  houses 
a great  deal  could  be  written  from  the  pre-1914  war  period 
about  the  Housing  problem  in  the  area,  and  in  Ystalyfera 
particularly.  Due  to  the  development  of  the  Old  Iron  Works 
and  coal  mining  during  the  19th  Century,  the  increasing  popula- 
tion brought  about  a housing  problem  of  the  first  magnitude 
which  has  baffled  complete  solution  to  this  day. 

As  the  result  of  enthusiastic  propaganda  in  the  years 
preceding  1909-10,  the  first  administrative  action  was  taken 
in  1911,  when  28  houses  were  built  under  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act,  1890.  These  formed  the  first  contribution 
towards  the  1,000  houses. 

Housing  under  the  1919  Act. 

After  the  war  of  1914-18,  the  shortage  of  houses  was  so 
widespread  that  it  called  for  a vigorous  policy  to  meet  the  need. 
High  building  cost  greatly  restricted  the  output  at  this  time, 
but  notwithstanding  this,  170  houses  were  built  under  the 
Housing  Act  of  1919,  chiefly  for  the  men  who  had  returned  from 
active  service.  The  cost  of  some  of  these  houses  was  approxi- 
mately £1,000  each,  and  the  floor  areas  varied  from  950  to 
1,050  sq.  feet. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  houses  built  under  the 
1919  Act. 


Estates. 

No.  of  Houses. 

Clydach  

26 

Trebanos  

22 

Ystalyfera  

50 

Alltacham 

14 

Alltwen  

12 

Godre’rgraig 

16 

Gwauncaegurwen 

16 

Cwmgorse  .... 

8 

Cwmllynfell 

6 

Total 

170 
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Housing  under  the  1924  Act. 

It  was  under  the  Housing  Act  of  1924  that  the  largest 
contribution  was  made  towards  relieving  the  housing  shortage. 
No  fewer  than  547  of  the  thousand  houses  were  built  under 
this  Act,  under  the  aid  of  a subsidy  of  £9  per  house  per  annum, 
fluctuating  to  £7/10/-  per  house  per  annum  (to  which  the 
Council  added  £4/10/-  per  house  per  annum,  fluctuating  to 
£3/15/-).  The  shortage  of  houses  for  normal  needs  was  largely 
overcome. 

The  following  schedule  gives  the  localities  where  schemes 
under  this  Act  were  carried  out  : — 


Estates. 

Clydach 

No.  of  Houses. 

116 

Trebanos  .... 

24 

Alltacham 

68 

Alltwen 

30 

Ynisymond  

14 

Rhos 

14 

Ynismeudw 

12 

Maesycoed 

20 

Hodgson  Road 

30 

Ystalyfera  

72 

Cwmllynfell  

20 

Rhiwfawr  .... 

14 

Cwmgorse  .... 

4 

Gwauncaegurwen 

81 

Garnswllt  .... 

12 

Graigcefnparc 

10 

Total 

547 
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The  predominating  types  of  houses  under  this  Act  were 
the  parlour  type  with  three  bedrooms,  having  a floor  area  of 
about  950  sq.  feet,  and  the  non-parlour  type  with  three  bed- 
rooms having  an  area  of  800  sq.  feet.  In  the  planning  of  these 
estates  suitable  areas  of  land  were  allocated  for  children’s 
playgrounds.  These  are  well  away  from  the  traffic  routes  to 
avoid  danger  to  the  children.  At  Alltacham  a start  to  equip 
these  playgrounds  was  made  in  the  year  with  the  aid  of  a grant 
of  £400  from  the  King  George  V.  Memorial  Foundation. 


Housing  under  the  1925  Act. 

Without  state  or  rate  aid  the  Council,  in  1936,  embarked 
upon  a scheme  of  22  houses  at  Pontygroes,  Gwauncaegurwen. 
All  these  are  of  the  non-parlour  three-bedroom  type,  and 
continue  to  be  let  at  economic  rents. 


1930-36  Acts. — Slum  Clearance. 

Every  town  and  village  has  its  own  peculiar  slum  problem, 
depending  largely  on  its  social  and  industrial  evolution.  The 
nature  of  the  problem  in  every  part  of  the  district  may  be 
considered  as  being  insanitary  houses  which  can  be  dealt  with 
under  the  “Individual  Unfit  House”  procedure. 

Up  to  the  end  of  1938  the  Housing  Act  provided  subsidies 
for  a period  of  40  years  on  the  basis  of  £2/5/-  per  person  dis- 
placed and  the  Council  added  a contribution  of  £3/15/-  per 
house  to  this  amount. 

The  new  subsidy  commencing  in  January  this  year  super- 
cedes the  “per  person”  basis  and  was  fixed  for  the  year  at 
£5/10/-  per  house  per  annum.  The  Council’s  contribution 
being  half  of  the  Government’s  contribution  for  £40  years. 


The  fifteen  houses  at  Brynawel,  Alltacham,  and  the  thirty- 
two  houses  at  Penywern,  Ystalyfera,  completed  this  year, 
qualified  for  grant  on  the  1938  basis,  viz.,  £2/5/-  per  person 
per  annum  for  40  years. 

Under  the  slum  clearance,  rehousing  accommodation  has 
been  provided  for  over  800  persons  and  the  following  schedule 
gives  the  localities  where  the  houses  have  been  built 
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Estates. 

No.  of  Houses. 

Clydach,  Penydre 

30 

Alltacham  .... 

54 

Gwauncaegurwen 

6 

Cwmllynfell 

20 

Graigtwrch 

11 

Cilmaengwyn 

21 

Ystalyfera 

90 

Total 

232 

Sixty-seven  of  these  houses  were  built  by  Direct  Adminis- 
tration and  one  hundred-and-sixty-five  by  Contract.  The 
building  cost  has  fluctuated  between  £350  and  £400  for  a 
non-parlour-type  house  with  three  bedrooms  having  an  area 
of  800  sq.  feet. 

Included  in  these  schemes  there  is  a small  proportion  of 
one-bedroom  dwellings  for  aged  people,  and  four-bedroom 
dwellings  for  large  families. 

The  following  houses  are  in  course  of  construction  at  the 
following  sites  : — 

Locality.  No.  of  Houses. 

Clydach  29 

Trebanos  ....  ....  ....  21 

Total  50 


Owing  to  the  restrictions  on  building  due  to  the  War  the 
construction  of  nineteen  houses  at  Clydach  and  ten  houses  at 
Trebanos  had  to  be  suspended.  During  the  year  building 
cost  increased  by  about  20%.  Another  matter  which  seriously 
affected  the  economics  of  Housing  Schemes  was  the  increased 
rate  of  interest  on  Housing  Loans.  During  the  last  two  vears 
the  rate  of  interest  charged  by  the  Public  Works  Loan  Com- 
missioners increased  on  no  fewer  than  five  occasions.  The 
present  rate  of  4%  compared  with  3£%  of  two  years  ago  meant 
approximately  an  increase  of  9 d.  in  the  weekly  rents,  which 
has  to  be  charged.  In  view  of  the  rise  in  the  rate  of  interest 

diff  c flt  ireaSe  T Hoi?Tg  costs>  h is  becoming  increasingly 
difficult  to  provide  good  houses  at  rents  within  the  means  of 

working-class  people  with  the  subsidy  at  the  present  rate 
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The  disposition  of  Houses  erected  by  the  Council  over  the  whole  District  is  shown  in  the  following  Statement. 
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Abatement  of  Overcrowding. 


Although  considerable  housing  work  has  been  carried  out 
during  the  last  twenty-one  years,  very  little  has  been  done 
towards  relieving  overcrowding.  The  survey  of  1935  revealed 
181  families  to  be  living  under  overcrowded  conditions. 

Most  of  the  houses  allocated  for  their  relief  have  been 
utilised  for  re-housing  persons  from  slums.  Up  to  the  end  of 
the  present  year  the  number  of  new  houses  completed  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  was  eleven. 


Houses  built  by  Private  Enterprise. 

Unsubsidised  private  enterprise  was  accountable  for  the 
production  of  62  houses  during  the  year.  This  is  a decrease 
of  28  compared  with  last  year.  In  the  post-war  period  sub- 
sidised and  unsubsidised  private  enterprise  produced  in  all 
641  houses  as  follows  : — 


Year 


No.  of  Houses  Built 


1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 


11 

17 

33 

36 

23 

13 

21 

15 

11 

12 

21 

14 

14 

12 

22 

45 

62 

44 

63 

90 

62 

Total  641 
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Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  position  under  the 
Acts  up  to  December,  1939  : — 

Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  applica- 
tions have  been  made  for  assistance  ....  ....  107 

Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which — 

(a)  Grants  only  have  been  made  42 

( b ) Loans  have  been  advanced  Nil 

(c)  Grants  and  Loans  have  been  paid  or  ad- 

vanced ...  ■•••  •••■  ••••  ••••  Nil 

Amount  of  assistance  paid  or  promised  as  below 

(a)  By  way  of  Grants  ....  ••••  ••••  £4,200 

(, b ) By  way  of  Loans  ....  Nil 

During  the  year  two  grants  of  £100  each  were  made. 


Conclusion. 

In  spite  of  the  unsettled  international  situation  which 
culminated  in  another  Great  War,  steady  progress  was  made 
during  the  early  part  of  1939  in  the  eradication  of  the  slums, 
and  the  provision  of  good  and  cheap  houses  for  working-class 
families. 

In  the  period  between  the  two  Wars,  1,641  new  houses 
were  built  in  the  area,  of  these  1,000  were  provided  by  the 
Council. 


E.  D.  JONES,  f.r.i.b.a., 

Architect  to  the  Council. 
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ENGINEER’S  REPORT. 


The  following  are  the  Works  executed  during  1939,  Works 
in  hand,  and  Prospective  Works  : — 

PARISH  OF  CILYBEBYLL. 

Works  Executed. 

Painting  railings  around  Bryn  Llewellyn  Storage  Reservoir. 
Painting  Ventilation  Shafts  at  Alltwen. 


Prospective  Works. 

60  yards  extension  Galvanised  Watermain,  Dyffrvn  Road 
Alltwen. 

1,145  yards  renewal  and  enlargement  from  4-in.  to  5-in.  Cast 
Iron  Watermains,  including  re-connecting  all  houses  and 
fixing  Fire  Hydrants,  etc.,  from  Bryn  Llewellyn  to  Cross 
Hands,  Alltwen. 

1,360  yards  extension  of  3-in.  Watermains  from  Hendrecaradog 
to  Wigfa  Tank  and  renewal  and  enlargement  from  2-in 
to  3-in.  from  Wigfa  Tank  to  Penrheol  Tank,  Cilybebyll 

Building  Storage  Tank  at  Hendrecaradog. 

FlXURhoSddltl°nal  Fire  Hydrants  at  Alltwen>  Gellynudd  and 

Sewerage  Scheme  for  Rhos. 

Sewerage  Scheme  for  Gellynudd. 

Fixing  Water  Meters  for  private  consumers. 

Painting  Sewer  Ventilation  Shafts  at  Alltwen. 


PARISH  OF  LLANGUICKE. 


Works  Executed. 


Completion  of  Cwmllynfell  and  Cwmtwrch 
57  yards  of  12-inch  Steel  Tubes. 

3,281  yards  of  9-inch  Cast  Iron  Mains. 

3,067  yards  of  9-inch  Stoneware  Pipes. 

219  yards  of  6-inch  Cast  Iron  Pipes. 

3,625  yards  of  6-inch  Stoneware  Pipes. 


Sewerage  Scheme. 
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25  yards  of  15-inch  Stoneware  Drain  at  Brynamman  Refuse  Tip. 


* 


150  yards  renewal  of  4-inch  Watermains  from  Council  Houses 
to  beyond  Hay  Shed  on  Hendreforgan  Road,  Rhiwfawr. 

Covering  Pwllybalance  Tip  at  Mynyddbach  and  forming  chute 
of  Refuse  Tip. 

66  yards  renewal  and  enlargement  of  Watermains  from  4-inch 
to  6-inch  for  Byepass  around  Bryn  Tank,  Brynamman. 

123  yards  renewal  and  enlargement  of  Watermains  from  3-inch 
to  6-inch  to  connect  to  Bryn  Tank,  Brynamman. 

Fixing  6-inch  Sluice  Valve  at  Bryn  Tank. 

30  yards  renewal  and  enlargement  of  Watermains  from  2-inch 
to  3-inch,  including  re-connecting  houses  at  Lower  Colbren 
Road,  Gwauncaegurwen. 

15  yards  renewal  and  enlargement  of  Watermains  from  2-inch 
to  3-inch,  including  re-connecting  houses  at  Pantygroes 
Road,  Gwauncaegurwen. 

30  yards  renewal  and  enlargement  of  Watermains  from  2-inch 
to  3-inch,  including  re-connecting  houses  to  New  Mains 
near  Maerdy,  Gwauncaegurwen. 

Fixing  around  Dderi  Springs  and  Tanks. 

Cleaning  out  Pentwyn  Level,  strengthening  roof  and  walling 
sides  of  level  so  as  to  form  impounding  reservoir. 

110  yards  of  3-inch  Watermains  from  Pentwyn  Level  to  existing 
Storage  Tank. 

184  yards  extension  of  3-inch  Watermains  from  Alltywerin 
Road,  Pontardawe,  to  proposed  house  for  Manager  of 
Tareni  Colliery. 

340  yards  of  3-inch  Watermains  at  Penywern  Road,  Ystalyfera 
Housing  Site. 

40  yards  of  6-inch  Stoneware  pipes  to  Springs  at  Llygadyffynnon. 

20  yards  lowering  6-inch  Cast  Iron  Watermains  over  Canal 
Bridge  at  Herbert  Street,  Pontardawe. 

Painting  Ventilation  Shafts  at  Pontardawe  and  Ynismeudw. 

Repairing  Alltygrug  Cemetery  Road. 
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Works  in  Hand. 


Building  Urinal  at  Owen’s  Lane,  Godre’rgraig. 

Building  Urinal  at  Tal’rgwaith. 

Painting  railings  around  Pumping  Station  and  Balancing  Tank 
at  Gwauncaegurwen. 

Ill  yards  extension  of  3-inch  Watermains  from  Brynamman 
Road  to  Bye-road  leading  to  Brynamman  Refuse  Tip. 

Fixing  6-inch  Equilibrium  Float  Valve  at  Brynamman  Tank. 

86  yards  of  9-in.  Stoneware  Pipes  from  Filter  Beds  to  Irrigation 
Land  at  Godre’rgraig  Sewage  Outfall  Works. 


Prospective  Works. 

2,528  yards  renewal  and  enlargement  of  Watermains  from 
3-inch  to  6-inch  Watermains  from  Coedffaldau  Springs 
to  Clwyd  Cwmllynfell,  including  fixing  Valves,  Fire 
Hydrants,  Air  Valves  and  re-connecting  houses  to  New 
Mains. 

Building  Storage  Reservoir  at  Coedffaldau  with  a capacity  of 
45,000  gallons. 

120  yards  renewal  of  1-inch  and  f-inch  Watermains  off  Brvn 
Road,  Cwmllynfell. 

337  yards  renewal  and  enlargement  of  Watermains  from  2-inch 
to  3-mch  from  Old  Quarry  to  end  of  Penstack  Houses 
to  connect  to  new  3-inch  Mains. 


Ill  yards  renewal  and  enlargement  of  Watermains  from  2-inch 
to  3-mch  at  Gron  Road,  Gwauncaegurwen. 

87  yards  renewal  and  enlargement  of  Watermains  from  2-inch 
to  3-inch  at  Lower  Colbren  Road,  Gwauncaegurwen. 

150  Yards  renewal  of  6-inch  Steel  Tubes  on  Common  near  East 
Pit,  Gwauncaegurwen. 
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117  yards  renewal  and  enlargement  of  Watermains  from  1-inch 
to  3-inch,  including  re-connecting  houses  to  New  Mains 
off  Waunleyshon,  Gwauncaegurwen. 

168  yards  renewal  of  4-inch  Capt  Iron  Watermains  at  Hendre- 
forgan  Road,  Rhiwfawr. 

117  yards  renewal  and  enlargement  of  Watermains  from  2-inch 
to  3-inch,  from  Old  Wern  School  across  bridge  near  Ystaly- 
fera  Tinplate  Works. 

120  yards  renewal  and  enlargement  of  Watermains  from  2-inch 
to  3-inch,  including  re-connecting  houses  to  New  Mains 
from  Gough  Road,  to  Penywern  Road,  Ystalyfera. 

650  yards  extension  of  4-inch  Watermains  from  Pont  Harry 
to  near  Ystalyfera  Tinplate  Works. 

120  yards  extension  of  3-inch  Waterinain  from  Railway  Road 
to  Deley  Road,  Ystalyfera. 

201  yards  renewal  and  enlargement  of  Watermains  from  2-inch 
to  3-inch,  including  re-connecting  houses  to  New  Mains  at 
Glyngwyn  Road,  Ystalyfera. 

70  yards  renewal  of  1-inch  Watermains  at  Graigymerched  Road, 
Ystalyfera. 

650  yards  Pipe-scraping  Watermains  from  Gough  Road  to 
Alltygrug  Road,  Ystalyfera. 

960  yards  of  Pipe-scraping  Watermains  from  Mount  Hill  to 
Pwllbach,  Ystalyfera. 

Repairs  to  roads  leading  to  Ystalyfera,  and  Rhiwfawr  Refuse 
Tips. 

102  yards’  extension  of  3-inch  Watermains  at  Tawe  Terrace, 
Pontardawe. 

99  yards  extension  of  3-inch  Watermains  from  Cilmaengwyn 
Road,  to  Tanydarren  Road,  Ynismeudw. 

Sewerage  Scheme  for  Rhydyfro. 

Sewerage  Scheme  for  Rhiwfawr. 

Urinal  for  Ystalyfera. 

Ladies’  Conveniences  near  Level  Crossing,  Gwauncaegurwen. 

Fixing  additional  Fire  Hydrants  at  Brynamman,  Gwauncae- 
gurwen, Cwmgorse,  Tai’rgwaith,  Cwmllynfell,  Rhiwfawr, 
Ystalyfera.  Godre’rgraig,  Ynismeudw,  Pontardawe  and 
Rhydyfro. 
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PARISH  OF  RHYNDWYCLYDACH. 

Works  Executed. 

120  yards  of  6-inch  and  4-inch  Stoneware  Sewer  off  Forge  Road, 
Clydach. 

126  yards  of  3-inch  Cast  Iron  Watermains  at  Tanycoed, 
Clydach. 

58  yards  of  3-inch  Cast  Iron  Watermains  at  Saeismaen  Housing 
Site,  Trebanos. 

200  yards  renewal  and  enlargement  of  Watermains  from  2-inch 
to  3-inch,  from  Bungalow  Tank  to  Graig  Road,  Trebanos. 

Fixing  new  Iron  Fencing  around  Allt  and  Ffynonlas  Springs, 
Graigcefnparc, 

Painting  Ventilation  Shafts  at  Clydach  and  Trebanos  and 
Outfall  Works. 


Works  in  Hand. 


Extensions  to  Clydach  Sewage  Outfall  Works,  which  include  : 
One  Sedimentation  Tank ; Two  Humus  Tanks  ; Two 
Sedimentation  Tanks  ; One  Filter  Bed  ; Eight’ Sludge 
Drying  Beds  ; Pumping  House  Well  and  Pump  ; New 
Screen  Chamber  and  Syphon  in  Dosing  Tank  to  operate 
Sprinklers  on  Filter  Beds  ; Stoneware  Pipes  from  all 
Tanks  to  Well  of  Pumping  House  ; and  Cast  Iron  Pipes 
from  Pump  to  Sedimentation  Tank  and  Drying  Beds  ■ 
also  new  Stores  for  Attendant  at  Farm. 


Fixing  Tidal  Valve  at  Clydach  Outfall  Works. 


Earth  and  Slag  embankment  to  protect  part  of  Outfall  Works. 
Fixing  Fire  Hydrants  at  Clydach  and  Graigcefnparc. 

Fixing  addition  Water  Meters  for  private  consumers. 


40  yards  extension  of  9-inch  Stoneware  Pipes  for  Storm  Overflow 
at  Trebanos  Sewage  Outfall  Works. 

75  yards  renewal  and  enlargement  from  2-inch  to  3-inch  Cast 
Iron  Watermains  at  Uplands,  Pontardawe. 


Prospective  Works. 

200  >fi-ds  of  4"lnch  Cast  Iron  Watermains  from  Clydach  Post 
Office,  to  junction  with  Aberclydach  Place. 

110  yards  renewal  and  enlargement  of  Watermains  from  2-inch 
to  3-inch,  off  Graig  Road,  Trebanos. 

Fixing  Equilibrium  Valve  at  Marie  Powell  Tank,  Trebanos. 
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114  yards  renewal  and  enlargement  of  Watermains  from  2-inch 
to  3-inch,  from  Hebron  Chapel  to  Martin  Street,  Clydach. 

14  yards  Diversion  of  4-inch  Cast  Iron  Watermains  at  Penybank, 
Clydach. 

1,215  yards  of  4-inch  Cast  Iron  Watermains  from  Mountain 
Road,  Graigcefnparc,  along  mountain  side  to  Graigfelin. 

Building  Storage  Tank  at  Graigfelin. 

761  yards  renewal  and  enlargement  of  Watermains  from  3-inch 
to  6-inch,  from  Clydach  Post  Office  along  High  Street, 
Capel  Buildings  and  Vardre  Roads,  to  opposite  Mond 
Nickel  Works,  also  18  yards  of  4-inch  Cast  Iron  Pipes  and 
48  yards  of  3-inch  Cast  Iron  Pipes  to  connect  to  existing 
mains,  including  re-connecting  houses  to  New  Mains. 

Painting  Sewer  Bridge  over  River  Tawe,  at  Clydach 

Painting  Sewer  Ventilation  Shafts  at  Clydach  and  Trebanos. 

Sewering  at  Graigcefnparc. 

Building  Urinal  at  Graigcefnparc. 

GENERAL. 

Works  Executed. 

Painting  Coedgwilym  Cemetery  Gates. 

Painting  Council  Gates. 

Altering  Stores  at  rear  of  Council  Offices  into  A.F.S.  Station. 
Conversion  of  Lorry  into  A.F.S.  Unit. 

Works  in  hand. 

Building  Lodge  at  Coedgwilym  Cemetery. 

Prospective  Works. 

Planting  trees  at  Coedgwilym  Cemetery. 

Curbing  and  forming  footpaths  at  Coedgwilym  Cemetery. 

B.  ISLWYN  PHILLIPS, 

Engineer  and  Surveyor. 
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PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE. 

SCHEDULE  SHOWING  NEW  BUILDINGS  ERECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1939. 
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SCHEDULE  OF  PLANS  SUBMITTED  FOR  APPROVAL  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1939 
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